Travel details

The most important details in brief

For more than three centuries the Grabser Mühlbach (Mill
Stream) has been an essential element in the village. With
its length and its many functions, the Grabser Mühlbach is
unique in Switzerland.
The Mühlbach is diverted from the “Grabserbach” (Grabser
stream). It is a 1.7 km long industrial canal flowing through the
village. The water provides energy for sawmills, flourmills,
smithies and other trades and small industries. The stream is
first mentioned in the “Grabser Urbar” (land register) in 1691
and is referred to as “Kliner Bach” (little stream).
During the peak of its exploitation, more than 20 different trades
and small industries benefited from this watercourse. Additionally the Mühlbach was also used as a source for drinking water, to
extinguish fires and to wash clothing and wool. Since 1927 the
Mühlbach has also been used to generate electricity.
Many of the trades and small industries which utilized the
Mühlbach in the past have since either been closed down or are
now driven by electricity. However, there are still some valuable
examples of early industrialization in existence.

The “Verein Grabser Mühlbach” (Grabser Mühlbach Association) endeavours to maintain this cultural heritage. All existing
and former water-powered plants have been equipped with information panels (in German).
A tour has been marked with direction
signs allowing visitors to view the Grabser
Mühlbach without a guide. The route is approximately four kilometres. The duration of the tour depends on
one’s walking speed, as well as the time taken to read the information and to explore the sites.
All the information panels and further information can be found
on:
www.grabsermuehlbach.ch
rd
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Rail and Bus
The town of Buchs in Kanton St.Gallen is a major junction for
trains and various buses. The post bus runs to “Grabs Post”
(Grabs post office). The main information panel about the Grabser Mühlbach can be found next to the bus stop, in front of the
“Volg” supermarket.
By car
Coming from the A13 motorway, take the exit at either Buchs
or Haag and follow the signs to Grabs. There are sufficient
free of charge parking spaces at the “Marktplatz” (public
amenities area).
Tours
Group tours are offered for a small fee. On such tours, the
interior of certain buildings can also be visited. Further information is available at www.grabsermuehlbach.ch
or at
Tourist Info Werdenberg
Städtli 42, CH-9470 Werdenberg
Telefon +41 (0)81 740 05 40
Mail
touristinfo@werdenberg.ch
Web
www.werdenberg.ch

Explanations to the survey plan

The Mühlbach Tour
!

Information
The tour
Parking

1

Flour Mill “Wispel” (Stricker)

2

Water Catchment

3

Former “Mühle zur Glocke”

4

Sand Trap
Hammer Smithy (Bicker) *
Types of Water Wheels

5

Public Laundry *
Mechanic Workshop

6

Former Upper Saw Mill
Waterwheel-powered Electric Generator *

7

Former Hammer Smithy (Beusch)

8

Former Middle Saw Mill and Cider Press

9

Former Fire Fighting Water Supply

10 Horseshoe and Wheel Smithy
11 Former Flour Mill and Sawmill “Vorderdorf”
12 Wool Processing “Vorderdorf” *
13 Former Wool Shredder and Brusher (Ettlin)
14 Tool Smithy (Gehler) *
Low Pressure Turbine
Knife Smithy “Roth” *
15 Corn Mill “Below the church” *
16 Bone Stamper *
Former Metal Workshop
17 Small Power Station *
Former Cloth Factory

* Interiors accessible by guided tours

Some selected locations
2. The Water Catchment
The water is diverted from the Grabser
stream. A special system involving grills
and echo sounding ensures a steady flow
of water. The catchment place, operated by
the waterworks corporation, can be visited
with the appropriate care.

10. The Horseshoe and Wheel Smithy
This was previously a production place
for horseshoes and iron parts for carts.
The water wheel was dismantled in the
1940s. An adjustment circle and tensioning stone can be seen in front of the
workshop.

14.3 Knife Smithy “Roth” (family name)
This building was situated next to the the
Werdenberg lake until 2011. In the course
of four generations, the smithy produced
different kinds of knives, but scythe blades
were sharpend here, too. The machinery is
now again driven by waterpower.

4. The Hammer Smithy
This place houses three large tilt hammers,
a forge with a blower, a large grindstone
and some smaller machinery. A tour of the
fully functioning hammer smithy is only
possible with a guide. However, a visit is
well worthwhile as the sand trap and the
water wheels are always accessible.

11. The Former Flour Mill and Sawmill
“Vorderdorf” (name of this part of Grabs)
In this beautifully renovated building, a
water wheel powering a grain mill operated until 1965. Attached to this building
was a sawmill with its own water wheel.
On this location, the Mühlbach flows
through an iron pipe.

15. The Corn Mill “Unter der Kirche”
The building houses an out-of service, yet
fully functional grain mill consisting of a
horizontal and a vertical stone mill, a roller
mill, a threshing machine as well as various sieves with cleaning and sorting
mechanisms.

5. Laundry and Mechanic Workshop
There has been a mechanic workshop in
this building since 1880. In 1903, a public
laundry was added and remained in operation until 1966. A peek through the windows reveals the stove, the wooden washing machine drum and the spin dryer.

12. The Wool Processing
Since 1850 this has been the place
where sheep’s wool is washed (using water from the Mühlbach) and subsequently
carded. This is the only remaining Swiss
company that still washes the new wool
itself.

16. The Former Metal Workshop and
Bone Stamper
Until the beginning of the 1970s, a metal
workshop was located in an annex of this
building. The still existing metal waterwheel
was used to power the machinery there, as
well as a wooden bone stamper. The latter
has been recreated recently.

6. Former “Obere Säge” (Upper Sawmill)
The large waterwheel powered a so-called
“frame saw” until 1955 and a winch until
1974. The water wheel was renewed in
2004 and now powers an electrical generator. The water channel and water wheel
are always visible while a look at the power
transmission requires a guided tour.

14.1 Tool Smithy “Gehler” (family name)
Using spring and air hammers, highquality tools were produced in this smithy
until 1964. The transmissions are powered by an electric engine and a metal
waterwheel, while the large grindstone is
run by a wooden waterwheel.

17. The Former Cloth Factory and a Small
Power Station
Until 1967, this factory manufactured various
woolen textiles. In 1927, the water wheel
was replaced by a Francis turbine, which still
generates electricity today. The automatic
grate cleaning facility and the machine room
can be viewed at all times.

Verein Grabser Mühlbach
(Grabser Mühlbach Association)
The purpose of the association is to maintain the existing
water wheels, to organize guided tours and to inform locals and visitors of the historic and cultural value of this
industrial canal. More information can be found at

www.grabsermuehlbach.ch

Please note that:

Swiss Mill Days

Almost all of the buildings are private properties and can
therefore be viewed from the outside only. There are information panels posted on all the buildings with written
details (in German) and pictures.

The Swiss Mill Day takes place each year on Saturday after
Ascension. The “Verein Grabser Mühlbach” actively participates each “even-numbered” year. On these days, everyone
is invited to visit the locations or join one of the guided tours,
free of charge. More information can be found at:

Access to all sights happens at your own responsibility.

www.muehlenfreunde.ch or www.grabsermuehlbach.ch

